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Wrightwood residents Nick and Christine Hoban enjoy a walk together as heavy snow falls on
Highway 2 near Wrightwood, Cadilif., on Monday, Dec. 12, 2022.
Associated Press

Massive U.S. storm brings tornadoes to
South, blizzard threat

By JAMIE STENGLE and STEPHEN GROVES including the Dallas-Fort Worth area, as
Associated Press much of the central United States from the
DALLAS (AP) — A massive storm blowing Rocky Mountains to the Midwest braced
across the country spawned tornadoes Tuesday for blizzard-like conditions.

that wrecked homes and injured a handful

of people in parts of Oklahoma and Texas, Continued on Page 2
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Massive U.S. storm brings tornadoes to South, blizzard threat

Continued from Front

An area stretching from
Montana into western Ne-
braska and Colorado was
under blizzard warnings,
and the National Weather
Service said that as much
as 2 feet (61 centimeters) of
snow was possible in some
areas of western South Da-
kota and northwestern Ne-
braska. lce and sleet were
expected in the eastern
Great Plains.

In the south, a line of thun-

derstorms  that moved
across North Texas and
Oklahoma in the early

morning hours brought tor-
nadoes, damaging winds,
hail and heavy rain, said
National Weather Service
meteorologist Tom Brad-
shaw. Authorities on Tues-
day reported dozens of
damaged homes and busi-
nesses and several people
injured. In the Fort Worth
suburbs, photos sent by the
North Richland Hills police
department, showed a
home without a roof, a free
that had been split in half
and an overturned vehicle
in a parking lot. About 20
homes and businesses were
damaged in the storm, the
police said.

In nearby Grapevine, po-
lice spokesperson Amanda
McNew said there have
been five confirmed inju-
ries, yet no fatalities and
no life-threatening injuries,

from the storms.

“So the main thing is that
we've got everyone in a
safe place,” McNew said
just after noon. "And so
now we're starting the pro-
cess of going through the
city looking at damage
to property, to businesses,
homes and then roads
to see what needs to be
closed, what we can open
and how soon we can
open them.”

Near Decatur, about 70
miles (113 kilometers) north-
west of Dallas, the Wise
County Office of Emergen-
cy Management said one
person was injured from fly-
ing debris while fraveling in
their vehicle and the other
was injured when their ve-
hicle overturned due fo
high winds. One person
was taken to the hospital
and the other was treated
at the scene. Meanwhile,
a fornado damaged the
Oklahoma town of Wayne
shortly after 5 a.m. Tuesday.
There were no deaths or in-
juries due to the tornado,
McClain County Sheriff’s
Capt. Bryan Murrell said.
But as authorities began as-
sessing its impact Tuesday
morning, it was clear there
was widespread damage
fo Wayne, which is about
45 miles (72 kilometers)
south of Oklahoma City.
“We've got multiple family
structures with significant
damage ... barns, power

lines down” in and around
the town, Murrell said.
National Weather Service
meteorologist Doug Spe-
heger said wind speeds
reached 111-135 mph (179-
211 kph) and the tornado
was rated EF-2. It was likely
on the ground for about
two to four minutes, ac-
cording to the weather
service. In parts of lowa,
Minnesota and South Da-
kota, the National Weather
Service warned that up
fo about half an inch (2.5
centimeters) of ice could
form and winds could gust
up to 45 mph (72 kph).
Power outages, tree dam-
age, falling branches and
hazardous travel conditions
all threatened the region.
All of western Nebraska
was under a blizzard warn-
ing from Tuesday through
Thursday, and the National
Weather Services said up
fo 20 inches (51 centime-
ters) of snow was expected
in the northwest. Winds of
more than 50 mph (80 kph)
at times will make it impos-
sible to see outdoors, offi-
cials said.

The Nebraska Department
of Transportation closed
stretches of Interstate 80
and Inferstate 76 as heavy
snow and high winds made
fravel dangerous. The Ne-
braska State Patrol, which
was called to deal with
several crashes and jack-
knifed semitrailers over-

Adam Lee, left, and Jr. Ibarra, right, carry a table from a friend's
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home after it was destroyed by a tornado, Tuesday, Dec. 13,

2022, in Wayne, Okla.

night, urged people to stay
off the roads.

“There's essentially no one
fraveling right now,” said
Justin McCallum, a manag-
er at the Flying J truck stop
at Ogallala, Nebraska. He
said he got to work before
the roads were closed, but
likely won't be able to get
back home Tuesday. “l can
see to the first poles outside
the doors, but | can't see
the rest of the lot right out-
side. I'll probably just get @
motel room here tonight.”
In Colorado, all roads were
closed in the northeast
quadrant of the state. And
a  260-mile  (418-kilome-
ter) stretch of Interstate 90
across western South Do-
kota was closed Tuesday
morning due to “freezing
rain, heavy snow, and high
winds,” the state’s Depart-

Associated Press

ment of Transportation
said. Interstate 29 was also
expected fo close and sec-
ondary highways will likely
become “impassable,” the
department said.

Xcel Energy, one of the re-
gion's largest electric pro-
viders, had boosted staff in
anticipation of power out-
ages. A middle school in
Sioux Falls lost power Tues-
day morning and sent stu-
dents home early. Power
outages affecting about
1,700 customers in the east-
ern part of the state were
reported by ufility providers
Tuesday.

In  southern  Minnesota,
winds gusting up to 50 mph
(80 kph) had reduced vis-
ibility and in the Twin Cit-
ies metro area, sleet and
gravel mixed with rain on
the roads.

A

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during
the daily briefing at the White House in Washington, Monday,
Dec. 12, 2022.

By ZEKE MILLER

AP White House Correspon-
dent

WASHINGTON (AP) — Amid
a surge in hateful rhetoric
and violence, President
Joe Biden on Monday

Associated Press

formed a new interagency
group to develop a nation-
al strategy to combat anti-
semifism, the White House
announced.

The action comes at a fime
when anti-Jewish vitriol is

Biden forms interagency group to draft
antisemitism strategy

being spread by prominent
public figures.

Led by the White House Do-
mestic Policy and National
Security councils, the new
group will consult with com-
munity leaders, govern-
ment officials, lawmakers
and activists as it drafts a
national strategy to tackle
anfisemitism and Holocaust
denial.

The acftion follows on
Biden's public commitment
to healing the "soul of the
nation" after seeing hate
groups marching in Char-
lottesville,  Virginia, with
torches and swastikas in
2017, an episode that pro-
pelled his run for the White

House. "This strategy will
raise understanding about
antisemitism and the threat
it poses to the Jewish com-
munity and all Americans,
address  antfisemitic  ha-
rassment and abuse both
online and offline, seek to
prevent antisemitic attacks
and incidents, and encour-
age whole-of-society ef-
forts to counter anfisemi-
fism and build a more inclu-
sive nation," press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said in a
statement.

Former President Donald
Trump recently hosted Nick
Fuentes, a Holocaust-deny-
ing white supremacist, at
Trump's Mar-a-Lago home

in Florida. The rapper Ye —
formerly known as Kanye
West — expressed love for
Adolf Hitler in an interview.
Basketball star Kyrie Irving
appeared to promote an
antisemitic fiim on social
media.

Neo-Nazi trolls are clamor-
ing to return to Twitter as
new CEO Elon Musk grants
"amnesty" to suspended
accounts.

The announcement comes
a week after Doug Emhoff,
the husband of Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, played
host to Jewish leaders to
discuss the rise in antisemi-
tism in the U.S. and around
the world.[]
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Fusion breakthrough is a milestone for climate, clean energy

By MATTHEW DALY, MI-
CHAEL PHILLIS, JENNIFER
McDERMOTT and MADDIE
BURAKOFF

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sci-
entists announced Tuesday
that they have for the first
fime produced more en-
ergy in a fusion reaction
than was used to ignite it a
major breakthrough in the
decades-long quest to har-
ness the process that pow-
ers the sun. Researchers at
the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory in Cal-
ifornia achieved the result,
which is called net energy
gain, the Energy Depart-
ment said. Net energy gain
has been an elusive goal
because fusion happens
at such high temperatures
and pressures that it is in-
credibly difficult to control.
The breakthrough will pave
the way for advancements
in nafional defense and
the future of clean power,
Energy Secretary Jennifer
Granholm and other offi-
cials said.

“Ignition allows us to rep-
licate for the first fime cer-
tain conditions that are
found only in the stars and
the sun,”” Granholm told a
news conference in Wash-
ington.  “This  milestone
moves us one significant
step closer to the possibility
of zero-carbon abundant
fusion energy powering our
society.”’

Fusion ignition is “one of
the most impressive scien-
tific feats of the 21st cen-
tury,” Granholm said, add-
ing that the breakthrough
“will go down in the history
books.”

Appearing  with  Gran-
holm, White House science
adviser Arati  Prabhakar
called the fusion ignition
"a tremendous example of
what perseverance really
can achieve” and “an en-
gineering marvel beyond
belief.”

Proponents of fusion hope
that it could one day offer
nearly limitless, carbon-free
energy and displace fossil
fuels and other tfraditional
energy sources. Producing
energy that powers homes
and businesses from fusion
is still decades away. But
researchers said the an-
nouncement marked a sig-

nificant advance nonethe-
less. “It's almost like it's a
starting gun going off,” said
professor Dennis Whyte, di-
rector of the Plasma Sci-
ence and Fusion Center at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and a lead-
er in fusion research. “We
should be pushing towards
making fusion energy sys-
tems available to tackle cli-
mate change and energy
security.” Kim Budil, director
of the Livermore Lab, said
there are “very significant
hurdles” to commercial use
of fusion fechnology, but
advances in recent years
mean the technology is
likely to be widely used in
“"a few decades” rather
than 50 or 60 years as pre-
viously expected.

Fusion works by pressing
hydrogen atoms into each
other with such force that
they combine into he-
lium, releasing enormous
amounts of energy and
heat. Unlike other nuclear
reactions, it doesn’t create
radioactive waste.
President Joe Biden called
the breakthrough a good
example of the need to
continue to invest in re-
search and development.
“Look what's going on
from the Department of En-
ergy on the nuclear front.
There's a lot of good news
on the horizon,” he said at
the White House.

Bilions of dollars and de-
cades of work have gone
info fusion research that
has produced exhilarating
results for fractions of asec-
ond. Previously, research-
ers at the National Ignition
Facility, the division of Law-
rence Livermore where the
success fook place, used
192 lasers and tempera-
fures multiple times hotter
than the center of the sun
to create an extremely
brief fusion reaction.

The lasers focus an enor-
mous amount of heat on a
small metal can. The result
is a superheated plasma
environment where fusion
may OoCcur.

Riccardo Beftti, a professor
at the University of Roch-
ester and expert in laser
fusion, said there's a long
road ahead before the net
energy gain leads to sus-
tainable electricity.(

A major scientific breakthrough in fusion research is announced at the Department of Energy with,
from left, Kim Budil, director of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, National Nuclear Security
Administration director Jill Hruby, Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm, National Nuclear Security
Administration Deputy Administrator for Defense Programs Marvin Adams, and Arati Prabhakar,
the president’s science adpviser, in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022.
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U.S. study: Over half of car crash victims had drugs in system

By TOM KRISHER

AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) — A large
study by U.S. highway safe-
ty regulators found that
more than half the people
injured or killed in traffic
crashes had one or more
drugs, or alcohol, in their
bloodstream:s.

Also, just over 54% of injured
drivers had drugs or alcohol
in their systems, with tetfra-
hydrocannabinol (THC), an
active ingredient in mari-
juana, the most prevalent,
followed by alcohol, the
study published Tuesday by
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration
found.

Although the study authors
say the results can't be
used fo gauge drug use
on the roads nafionwide,
they say the high number
of drivers, passengers and
other road users with drugs
in their systems is concern-
ing. Acting NHTSA Admin-
istrator Ann Carlson said
the study found that nearly
20% of the drivers tested
had blood-alcohol levels of
0.08% or higher, exceeding
the legal limit in every state.
“We also are concerned
that nearly 20% of road us-

This long exposure photo shows traffic driving on Roosevelt Boulevard in Philadelphia, Wednesday,

May 25, 2022.

ers tested positive for two
or more drugs, including
alcohol,” she said. “The
use of multiple substances
at once can magnify the
impairing effects of each
drug.”

The study of blood tests
taken at seven level-one
frauma centers and four
medical examiners’ offices
across the country comes
at a crifical tfime on U.S.

roadways. Traffic deaths
have risen dramatically
since the start of the pan-
demic fo what officials de-
scribe as crisis levels. And
more states are legalizing
recreational use of marijuo-
na with research just start-
ing about the impact on
fraffic safety.

“It's scary to all of us in a
way,” said Michael Brooks,
executive director of the

Associated Press

nonprofit Center for Auto
Safety, a watchdog group.
“But frankly, | don’t think I'm
that surprised.”

Brooks, who is based in
Washington, D.C., said he
often sees people drive af-
ter drinking or smoking can-
nabis. “There's not a com-
mute that goes by that |
don't smell marijuana on
the road, from someone
actively smoking in a carin

front of me,” he said.

The study took place be-
tween September of 2019
and July of 2021 at frauma
centers in Miami and Jack-
sonville, Florida; Charlotte,
North Carolina; Baltimore;
Worcester, Massachusetts;
lowa City, lowa; and Sac-
ramento, California. Medi-
cal examiners at four of the
sites also took part.

The study, which fook
blood-test data from 7,279
road users, also found that
more than half of injured
pedestrians and just over
43% of injured bicyclists
had a drug in their blood-
streams.

Of the total number of pa-
fients, 25.1% tested positive
for THC, 23.1% for alcohol,
10.8% for stimulants and
9.3% for opioids, according
to the study.

The study was set up to
measure prevalence of
drug and alcohol use,
but the numbers can’'t be
used to show drug use on
the roads nationwide be-
cause the hospitals were
not picked to represent the
enfire country, said Amy
Berning, a NHTSA research
psychologist and one of
the study authors.]

DeSantis seeks grand jury investigation of COVID-19 vaccines

By FREIDA FRISARO
Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Florida Gov.
Ron DeSantis said Tuesday
that he plans to petition
the state’s Supreme Court
to convene a grand jury
to investigate “any and alll
wrongdoing” with respect
to the COVID-19 vaccines.
The Republican governor,
who is offen mentioned as
a possible presidential can-
didate in 2024, gave no
specifics on what wrong-
doing the panel would in-
vestigate, but suggested it
would be in part aimed to
jogging loose more infor-
mation about the vaccines
and potential harmful side
effects.

He made the announce-
ment following a round-
table with Florida Surgeon
General Joseph Ladapo
and a panel of scientists

and physicians, in which
some discussion centfered
on the fact that pharmao-
ceutical companies have
not provided their data on
the COVID-19 vaccines to
independent researchers.

“We'll be able to get the

data whether they want
to give it or not,” DeSantis
said. “In Florida, it is illegal
to mislead and misrepre-
sent, especially when you
are talking about the effi-
cacy of a drug.”

Statewide grand juries,

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks on Nov. 19, 2022, in Las Vegas.
Associated Press

usually comprised of 18
people, can investigate
criminal activity and issue
indictments but also exam-
ine systemic problems in
Florida and make recom-
mendations. Recent such
panels have tackled immi-
grafion issues and school
safety. DeSantis noted that
Florida recently “got $3.2
billion through legal action
against those responsible
for the opioid crisis. So, it's
not like this is something
that's unprecedented.”
That money came largely
through lawsuits and sefttle-
ments with drug makers, re-
tailers and distributors.
DeSantis said he expects to
get approval from the Su-
preme Court for the state-
wide grand jury to be em-
paneled, likely in the Tam-
pa Bay area.

“That will come with le-

gal processes that will be
able to get more informa-
fion and to bring legal ac-
countability to those who
committed misconduct,”
DeSantis said.

DeSantis also announced
he is creating an entity
called the a "Public Health
Integrity Committee,”
which will include many of
the physicians and scien-
tists who participated in the
roundtable on Tuesday.

He said that some people
have lost faith in public
health institutions, including
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
over the course of the pan-
demic. The governor has
frequently spoken against
CDC directives, including
mask and vaccine man-
dates, and filed lawsuits to
stop many from taking ef-
fect in Florida.(
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EU reels as scandal tarnishes parliament’s credibility

By LORNE COOK
Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro-
pean Union's parliament
was reeling Tuesday with its
credibility under threat, as
a corruption scandal dam-
aged lawmakers' careers
and fingers were pointed
at Qatari officials accused
of bribing them fto play
down labor rights concerns
ahead of the soccer World
Cup.

The scandal, which start-
ed unfolding publicly last
week, has scarred the
reputation of the EU’s only
institution comprised of of-
ficials elected directly in
the 27 member countries.
It has undermined the as-
sembly’s claim to the moral
high ground in its own in-
vestigations, such as into
allegations of corruption in
member country Hungary.
“It is so profound because
it jars so fundamentally with
what parliament prefends
fo stand for,” Ghent Univer-
sity Professor Hendrik Vos,
an EU expert, told The As-
sociated Press. “The parlia-
ment pretends to stand for
fransparency, unable to be
bribed, to defend fundo-
mental values. And then
you get something like this.”
Referring to her barely sup-
pressed “fury, my anger,
my sorrow,”  Parliament

-

S

European Parliament President Roberta Metsola delivers her speech during a special session on
lobbying Monday, Dec. 12, 2022 in Strasbourg, eastern France.

President Roberta Metsola
told EU lawmakers on Mon-
day that "European de-
mocracy is under attack.”
While they convened in
Strasbourg, France, Belgian
police picked up a haul of
computer data from the
assembly’s other seat in
Brussels.

The parliament, however,
has always been a ripe
target for people seeking
funds or favors or to influ-
ence policy, from tobacco
lobbyists and auto industry

representatives to officials
from national governments.
The difference this time is
that Belgian prosecutors
found out.

Police have now con-
ducted more than 20 raids,
mostly in Belgium but also in
Italy, as part of a probe into
bribery for political favors.
Prosecutors suspect that
some lawmakers and aides
“were paid large sums of
money or offered substan-
tial gifts to influence Parlia-
ment’s decisions.”

Associated Press

Hundreds of thousands of
euros have been found in
homes and a suitcase in a
hotel room.

The General Secretary of
the Internatfional Trade
Union Confederation, Luca
Visentini, who was ques-
fioned by prosecutors over
the affair, insisted Tuesday
that he is “innocent of any
wrongdoing,” and “ab-
solutely committed to the
fight against corruption.”
The scandal has rocked the
Socialists and Democrats

(S&D) group in the Parlio-
ment. The group brings to-
gether center-left parties
from across Europe. It re-
mains the second-largest
group in the 705-seat as-
sembly but lost more than
30 seafs in the last election
as public support waned.
Prosecutors have charged
four people, who have not
been identified, with cor-
ruption, participation in a
criminal group and mon-
ey laundering. Parliament
Vice President Eva Kaili of
Greece was among them.
Lawmakers voted over-
whelmingly Tuesday to fer-
minate her ferm in office.
Kaili, a 44-year-old Greek
former TV presenter, s
from the S&D. Belgian EU
lowmaker Marc Tarabella
stood down as a group
member on Monday, sug-
gesting he might be among
those charged.

Three other S&D lawmakers
have temporarily stopped
doing senior duties, appar-
ently because their parlio-
mentary assistants were im-

plicated.
Belgian authorities have
not identified the Gulf

country suspected of offer-
ing cash or gifts to officials
but several members of the
assembly and some Bel-
gian media have linked the
investigation to Qatar.4

Vatican cardinal sues for defamation in Quebec assault claim

By NICOLE WINFIELD
Associated Press

ROME (AP) — A Vatican
cardinal sued a Canadian
woman for defamation in
a Canadian court on Tues-
day after she accused him
of sexual assault while he
was archbishop of Que-
bec.

Cardinal  Marc  Ouellet,
head of the Vatican's
bishops' office, is seeking
100,000 Canadian dollars
(US$74,000) in compensa-
tory damages for “injury to
his reputation, honor and
dignity,” according to a
copy of the complaint pro-
vided by Ouellet’s office.
The woman, identfified
only as F., was one of sev-
eral people who brought a
class-action lawsuit against
the archdiocese of Que-

bec in August that accused
several priests, including
Ouellet, of sexual abuse or
assault. F. accused Ouel-

let of inappropriate, sexual
tfouches on four occasions
in the late 2000s.

Ouellet’s countersuit, filed

Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet altends a Mass for the election
of a new pope celebrated by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, not
pictured, inside St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vatican, Tuesday,
March 12, 2013.

Associated Press

Tuesday in the Superior
Court in Quebec, repeats
the cardinal’s firm denial
and says he has no recol-
lection of meeting F.

His lawsuit said that even
if the allegations were
frue, the woman's specific
claims about his alleged
behavior could not be con-
stfrued as “sexual assault”
or sexual abuse of minors,
which are other crimes in-
cluded in the class-action
lawsuit.

“To associate Mr. Ouellet
with such acts creates, in
the mind of the ordinary
citizen, the perception that
Mr. Quellet is an individual
of the same ilk, which he is
clearly not,” the cardinal’s
lawsuit says.

It said he had experienced
“significant  psychological

anguish” since the wom-
an’s allegations went pub-
lic and that his international
reputation was ‘“seriously
tarnished.”

Pope Francis shelved a
church investigation into
Ouellet after a priest inves-
figator interviewed F. and
determined there weren't
grounds for further inves-
tigation. The Vatican said
the investigator defer-
mined the woman didn't
bring forward accusations
that warranted it.

Calls seeking comment
from F.'s attorney were not
immediately returned.

In a statement, Ouellet said
victims of sexual abuse are
enfitled to justice and com-
pensation and said he was
sensitive to their suffering.
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Mexico shuts down large migrant camp in the south

By MARIA VERZA
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The
Mexican government has
dismantled a massive mi-
grant camp in the south-
ern state of Oaxaca where
tens of thousands migrants
have obtained temporary
fransit documents on their
way to the United States
border.

The move comes just days
before a Dec. 21 deadline
set by a United States fed-
eral judge to end asylum
restrictions that have been
used to expel asylum seek-
ers crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border.

The Natfional Immigration
Instifute  announced the
closure of the camp in the
remote tfown of San Pedro
Tapanatepec in a state-
ment Monday night with-
out explaining its reasons.
The agency said it would
continue supporting mi-
grants in other installations,
without specifying where.
Town officials in San Pe-
dro Tepanatepec had
requested the closure,
which had been rumored
for weeks. The camp origi-
nally opened in late July
as a way to relieve pres-
sure on the southern city of
Tapachula at the border
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Migrants cross the Mexico-U.S. border to surrender to U.S. Border Patrol agents, in Ciudad Juarez,

Mexico, Monday, Dec. 12, 2022.

with Guatemala. Migrants
accumulatfing there had
grown increasingly frustrat-
ed with the long wait for
documents and lack of job
opportunities.

Under U.S. pressure to con-
frol the flow of migrants,
Mexico had tried to con-
tain them within the south-
ernmost part of the coun-
fry. But with its asylum sys-
fem overwhelmed by ap-
plications from people who

in most cases just want safe
passage to the U.S. border,
Mexico began issuing more
temporary documents that
give migrants a maftter of
days to travel within the
country. Even with such
documents, many migrants
have reported authorities
in other parts of the country
destroying their papers and
shipping them back to the
southern border.

Still, the U.S. government

Associated Press

had reported record num-
bers of migrant encounters
at the border in the past
year.

The migrants who were
in the San Pedro Tap-
anatepec camp are ex-
pected to make their way
north. It was not immedi-
ately clear if Mexican au-
thorities would revert to
frying tfo keep them in the
south.

At its height, there were

an estimated 15,000 mi-
grants at the camp, which
was made up of several
large tents on the outskirts
of fown. Migrants typically
spent several days there
awaiting documents and
then moved on.

Most hailed from Venezu-
ela and Nicaragua and
had been steered there by
Mexican authorities.
According to federal gov-
ernment data, through
early November, more
than 135,000 migrants had
passed through the camp,
50,000 of them just in Oc-
fober. The government has
not published numbers for
November and December,
but the nongovernmental
humanitarian organization
Doctors Without Borders,
which has a presence in
the town, said the govern-
ment had continued issu-
ing documents to the end
and had accelerated the
process in the final days.
"What we saw was that
the number of immigra-
fion personnel increased,
the speed of the process
increased a lot and the
same day (the migrants)
could go” with their docu-
ments, said Helmer Charris,
part of the Doctors Without
Borders team there.(]

U.S., S. Koreaq, Japan to curb illicit N Korea cyber activities

By NINIEK KARMINI
HYUNG-JIN KIM

and

Associated Press
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —

South Korean special representative for Korean Peninsula
Peace and Security Affairs Kim Gunn, left, shakes hands with
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director General for Asian
and Oceanian Affairs Bureau Takehiro Funakoshi, right, as
U.S. special representative for North Korea who is also U.S.
Ambassador to Indonesia, Sung Y. Kim, center, looks on at the
star of their trilateral meeting on North Korea at the U.S. Embassy
in Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022.

Associated Press

Senior diplomats from the
United States, South Korea
and Japan agreed Tues-
day to boost efforts to curb
North Korea'’s llicit cyber
activities and other meth-
ods fo finance its nuclear
program and evade inter-
nafional sanctions.
Meeting in  Indonesia’s
capital, the three envoys in
charge of North Korea’s nu-
clear program also agreed
to strengthen their frilateral
security cooperation in the
face of North Korea's ad-
vancing nuclear and mis-
sile arsenals.

In his opening remarks,
Sung Kim, the U.S. envoy
who also serves as Wash-

ington’s ambassador in
Jakarta, said that North
Korea's provocative run

of missile tests this year has
proven yet again that the

North “presents one of the
most serious security chal-
lenges in the region and
beyond.”

Calling NorthKoreanthreats
“a global issue,” Sung Kim
said the challenges posed
by North Korea can only be
addressed when the inter-
national community stands
together and speaks with
one voice.

After the meeting, South
Korea's Foreign  Ministry
said in a statement that
the three envoys decided
to “double down their ef-
forts to block North Korea's
financing of nuclear and
missile programs via cyber
activities and other means
and its attempt to evade
sanctions on the North.”
North Korea has been un-
der 11 rounds of United
Nations sanctions imposed

over its repeated nuclear
and missile tests since 2006.
South Korean officials said
recently that North Korea
has been turning to cyber-
crime and covert ship-to-
ship transfers of unauthor-
ized goods as a way 1o vio-
late those U.N. sanctions.

In recent months, North
Korea test-fred dozens of
missiles, including power-
ful ballistic weapons that
flew over Japan and dem-
onstrated a potential to
reach the American main-
land. But the U.N. Security
Council has failed to adopt
fresh sanctions on North
Korea because of opposi-
fion from China and Russiq,
two veto-wielding mem-
bers that are locked in con-
frontations with the United
States..]
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Stairs project at Rodgers Beach officially inaugurated

ORANJESTAD - This week
during an extraordinary
press conference, the of-
ficial inauguration of the
stairs project at Rodgers
Beach in Sero Colorado
took place. Aruban minis-
ter of Tourism, Mr. Dangui
Oduber was present for the
inauguration.

“The policy and vision of the
Ministry of Tourism is direct-
ed on sustainable policy
to attract affluent tourists,
ensure the diversification of
our tfourism and continue
investing in the product
Aruba in order to offer a
quality product, but also to
keep our product competi-
tive"”, Oduber commented
during the inauguration.
He explained that since
2018 they had already an-
nounced a master plan for
this area of Sero Colorado
which includes enhance-
ment and beautification
of the entire area of Baby
Beach and Rodgers Beach.
In 2019 they were ready
fo begin executing the
project and even held a
groundbreaking ceremony
for the Baby Beach project
with the intention of exe-
cuting all of this in one sole
phase.

However, at the outbreak
of the Covid pandemic in
March 2020, the project
was delayed for almost two
years, during which practi-
cally no investment was
done because the focus
of the government was at
that moment on managing
the outbreak.

Oduber explained that
once the pandemic was
under relative conftrol, they
picked up the project,
leaving the entire master
plan with all the projects
and plans on the table and
announced the first phase
of the Baby Beach project.
Now this first phase has
been delivered. Phase two
was announced, public
tender has taken place
and the awarding will also
begin. Phase three was
also announced and exe-
cution will begin soon. “This
will also become a beauti-
ful project for Baby Beach,
where we are going to
improve infrastructure, en-

sure that there are facili-
fies, fix tennis courts, ensure
for good landscaping and
this way improve the enfire
area of Baby Beach”, Odu-
ber pointed out.

Regarding the area at Rod-
gers Beach which is part of
the master plan for Sero
Colorado, Oduber indicat-
ed that the intention is to
expand the beach, create
facilities and ensure that it
becomes an atfraction not
only for locals but also for
fourists.

For the stairs project, Odu-
ber explained that the first
phase was to restore the
stairs completely, which
was a nice project already
on its own, after decades
during which the stairs
were in a bad state and
were not used. The minis-
fry of Tourism financed the
first phase together with
Aruba Tourism Authority in
order to complete it and
at the same time they were
thinking about the second
phase for the stairs project.
“We brainedstormed and
arrived at the idea to make
the stairs, which have 50
steps, a tourist attraction.
This is why we also ap-
proached local artists to
help us think about a de-
sign which will become a
tourist attraction as well as
for locals to take pictures
and use it as an ‘Instagram-
mable moment'”, Oduber
commented.

This project was executed
in the past two months,
and finally the moment to
officially deliver the project

came, a project that fits in

the policy and vision of the

Ministry of Tourism.

Oduber emphasized that

the inauguration of the
eI

stairs goes along with the
vision presented by the
Ministry of Tourism in 2018
fo complement and real-
ize the master plan for Sero
Colorado.

“I am glad that phase after
phase we can materialize
and crystallize the beautiful
vision that we had for the
improvement and beauti-
fication of this entire areaq,
because | am convinced
that this project, even
though it can be a small
project, has a big mean-
ing for this area. Because
it will become a big four-
ist affraction where thou-
sands of tourists will visit the
area specifically to see the
art and take pictures”, he
highlighted.

Oduber thanked the infro-
structure commission that
was established some time
ago in order to plan, pre-
pare and execute the vari-
ous projects to enhance
the product Aruba in its en-
firety. The commission con-
sists of the Ministry of Tour-
ism, Aruba Tourism Author-
ity, DIP, DOW and TPEF, and
they also consulted with
DNM and the National Park
on the different projects.

Oduber recognized and
gave special thanks fto all
artfists who worked on this
project. “During the long
days they worked from
morning fo night with a lot
of passion, a lot of dedica-
fion to present a beautiful
project of which we can all
be proud.”d
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Buy local. End-of-the-year events in the Mainstreet

ORANJESTAD - The Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Communications and Sustainable
Development, Idea-Aruba, and the Main-
street merchants invite the Aruba commu-
nity to shop in the main street in Oranjes-
tad this end of the year.

There are three shopping nights on the fol-
lowing days:

Friday, December 16, 2022;

Saturday, December 17, 2022;

Friday, December 23, 2022.

The Mainstreet stores have extended
opening hours fill 8.00 p.m.

There will be live entertainment in various
places on Mainstreet from 5.00 p.m. - 7.00
p.m.

December 16

Mario Chow (steelpan); e e T 2 . S G| e

Raynier Sprott (vocalist); December 17 December 23

Mtchll (vocalist); Stephanie (vocalist); Raynier Sprott (vocalist); Santa and his elves will also

Rumba Caribena (gaita). Omair (violin/vocalist); Karla Kings (vocalist); be present. It also has a
Raynier Sproft (vocalist); Mario Chow (steelpan); photo booth to take pic-
Katatumbo (gaita). Rumba Caribena (gaita). tures and much more.(d
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Prepaid High-Speed Internet
anywhere on the island

Are you in Aruba for "Workstation" and need high-
speed Internet anywhere at any time? SETAR, Aruba's
biggest telecom provider, offers you the fastest wire-
less Internet plans on an LTE network.

Work remotely on the beach via your tablet, laptop, or
smarfphone and enjoy faster upload and download
speeds. SETAR Prepaid Wireless Broadband offers you
a lower latency rate, meaning websites loads faster,
YouTube does not pause every five seconds, and
apps download at a higher speed, all using your Mi-Fi
device.

SETAR Wireless Broadband Prepaid offers you Inter-
net anywhere for a fixed fee without worrying about
additional charges, and it is easy to use and access.
Choose the bundle that suits your budget and needs.

Visit SETAR Teleshop with locations around the island or
at the airport to check your Mi-Fi SIM or device.[]



Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal
visitors at Marriot's Aruba Ocean Club

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently recognized
the Goodwill Ambassador
of Aruba by presenting
the Ambassador with the
Goodwill cerlificate as a
token of appreciation for
visiting the island for more
than 20 years consecutive-

ly.

Honoree was: Harvey Marx
residents of New York, Unit-
ed States

Ms. Olga Ruiz representing
the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity, and members of the
Marriott's  Aruba Ocean
Club bestowed the certifi-
cation of the Ambassador
and presented the Am-
bassador with gifts, and
thanked them on behalf of
the Government of Aruba
for choosing Aruba as their
favorite vacation destina-
tion for so many years. The
Honoree definitely consid-

ers Aruba their home away
from home!

Top reason for returning
to Aruba, provided by the
honoree was:

The beaches, the people
The water purified in Aruba
drinkable

The people, the hospitality
The culture everyone is so
warm & welcoming

Aruba is my home away
from home(Q

-

ORANJESTAD — Want to
taste something differ-
ent for a change?? How
about a different breakfast
from what you are used to
at your hotel. Hop in your
car, drive around and any-
where around the island
you will come across a lo-
cal snack shop.

Here you will find all types
of snacks loved by the lo-
cals. Try a pastechi, a Ca-
ribbean pastry filled with
cheese or meat and fried
up deliciously. Or per-
haps you might want to
fry a croquette, a crusty
litfle meat ball. A dedito is

& Canlhavea..., please?

also a good option, it's a
stick made out of cheese
or hotdog. If you want to
fry something more famil-
iar go for a homemade
hamburger or a ham and
cheese toast, but with a lo-
cal touch. All these snacks
are ridiculously addictive.
Freshen up with a delicious
fruit shake (bafido) made
out of watermelon, straw-
berry, banana, papaya or
just mix any fruit together.
What makes these little
snack shops more attrac-
five is the warmth of its
people and with the smile
you are being served.]
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Symbolism . he frog

Etnia Nativa, through Island Insight, shares native cul-
tural awareness, educates, safeguards Aruba’s heri-
tage, and encourages readers to experiment with an
island keeper state of mind. Discover true destination
values hidden behind our beaches, and since this na-
tive cultural blog get more reasons to love Aruba. This
episode will discuss the symbolism of the frog and its
representation in various cultures.

The frog is generally associated with the water element
and its cleansing aftributes. Different cultures associate
the frogs with fertility due to the large number of eggs
they lay, which is related to abundance.

In the oldest cultures, words such as luck, purity, rebirth,
renewal, fertility, and leadership are related to frogs. In
Egypt, Heket was a god with the head of a frog, and
this was related to fertility and births. The Celts viewed
the frog as the lord possessor of the land and believed
that it represented healing and leadership powers due
to its connection to water and rain.

In Japan, the frog is seen as a symbol of good luck, so
it is common to see a frog amulet in any bag or purse
to avoid losing money, especially for travelers whose
crossing involves crossing a sea or river. In relation to
the fact that tfravelers carry a frog amulet with them,
it is because the word "“frog” in Japanese is “kaeru,”
which also means to return in Japanese.

In current Western beliefs, it is thought that frog amu-
lets can help us in different transitions in relation o vi-
tal stages of our lives: when we need an element that
provides us security and when we want to improve our
infuition, strength, and connection with the spiritual
world.

Frogs play a variety of roles in Native American mythol-
ogy, depending on the fribe. In some fribes, frogs are
considered medicine animals that have healing pow-
ers and the ability to bring rain. In others, they are as-
sociated with disease and bad luck. To the Anishina-
bek fribes, who are resident in what are now Canada

Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnio Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

o A TR | st 5,-,1-, i e
and the United States, frogs represent

fransformation and growth. To North-
west Coast Native people, frogs are as-
sociated with springtime and renewal.
In some Southern California cultures,
the frog is a major mythological char-
acter who killed their creator god with
evil witchcraft. And among indigenous
tribes of Panama, such as the Guaymi
and Kuna tribes, the rare golden frog is
considered a fertility animal and is asso-
ciated with wealth and a happy after-
life.

The frog is a symbol of: cleansing, re-
newal, rebirth, fertility, abundance,
fransformation, metamorphosis, life, an-
cient wisdom, and poison.

Even though the cane toad, which is as-
sociated with rituals and hallucinations,
is present on the island and has been
here for a long time, the dori is Aruba’s
only endemic frog species and an an-
cestral fertility totem.

explains it all. Happy Dori's sing all night
in celebration of the coming harvest
abundance. Therefore, during these
rainy days, it is ideal to try to spot one,
or at least hear the dori sing its hypnotic
song, calling for a mate.

The frog, as a spirit animal or totem, re-
minds us of the fransient nature of our
lives. As a symbol of fransition and trans-
formation, this spirit animal supports us
in times of change. Strongly associated
with the water element, it connects us
with the world of emotions and femi-
nine energies, as well as the process of
cleansing, whether it's physical, emo-
fional, or more spiritual in essence.
Now, are you intrigued by Aruba’s ori-
gins and our cultural heritage? We en-
courage you to do something different
outside of the tourist grid. Become one
of the exclusive visitors to Etnia Nativa's
private residential encounter set up,
where you will be able to fouch and be
fouched by authentic Aruba heritage,
a spectacle of native art, archaic as
well as archaeological artifacts, lithic
tools, colonial furniture, and other items.
Get inside a recycled environment full
of peace and relaxation, knowledge,
and information.

Etnia Nativa is, since 1994, the home
of Anthony, our acclaimed columnist,
native artist, and island expert, who
is a guide and lectures through his re-
splendent home. This is the only place
fo recreate and be infroduced to an
authentic glimpse of Aruba’s native
culfure. Something completely different
for a change—a contemporary Native
Aruba experiencel

Appointment is required + 297 592 2702
or etnianativa03@gmail.com
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1822 - 2022

200 years of the Protestant Church in Aruba
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The purpose behind these
December meetings is to
thank God for 200 years
of the Protestant Church in
Aruba, to wonder afresh at
the love that God has giv-
en us in the coming of His
Son and to invite people to
deepen their faith and/or
reconnect with God.

Saturday 17 December

Christmas sing-along ‘Les-
sons and Carols 2022' Sing-
ing carols with each other,
hearing the important
biblical texts and prepar-
ing for a wonderful, soul-
stiring Christmas. Various
musicians will perform, and

- A
many carols will be sung
together. An evening with
worship, music, poems and
Christmas singing. After the
Christmas concert: Christ-
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mas stollen and mulled

wine in the candlelit church
garden.
Musicians:

Bert Rodenburg, organ

LOCAL
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Pearl Peters, piano

Father Jairo Maduro, trum-

pet
Ruth Bonevalle, violin
Viola Heutger, violin

More than 20 new plant species discovered in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Aruba Na-
tional Park Foundation, an
independent foundation
in charge of conservation
and management of land
and marine protected ar-
eas in Aruba, together

with Wageningen Univer-
sity & Research (WUR) and
Carmabi announced that
more than 20 different spe-

cies of new plants were
discovered in Aruba.

During a period of two
weeks, Dr. Andre van
Proosdij and Dr. John Jans-
sen from WUR together with
Erik Houtepen, Head of
Consultancy Department
at  Carmabi, Giancarlo
Nunes, Research and
Conservation Manager at
FPNA, local partners and
volunteers visited different
areas in Aruba like Salina
Malmok, Salina Cerca,
Ser'i Teishi and Sero Colo-
rado to study more of Aru-
ba’'s vegetation.

The last vegetation study
done in Aruba was in the
1990s, and it was carried
out by John de Freitas of
Carmabi. This report was
not published, however,
last year Dutch Caribbean
Nafure Alliance (DCNA)
and WUR allocated funds
fo complete and publish

the vegetation report for
Aruba.

As part of the vegeto-
fion study, the team of
international experts cur-
rently in Aruba also did a
survey of the areas where
the vegetation study was
done in the 1990s, and
also mapped protected
areas that were not part
of the vegetation study
done previously, and reg-
istered plant species found
in Aruba in the database
of plant distribufion which
was launched last week.
And finally, the feam
came to create capacity
in our local partners and
volunteers at organizations
like DNM, StimAruba, Ban
Lanta y Planta and Santa
Rosa to equip other orgo-
nizations with knowledge
and ability in order to have
more people with the ca-
pacity of carrying out flora
and vegetation studies for

Aruba.

The vegetation study will
provide data that can be
used for a preliminary anal-
ysis to see how Aruba's
vegetation has changed
in the past 25 years. What
can be confirmed is that
more than 20 different new
plant species were discov-
ered for Aruba, and some
of these species are new
for the ABC islands and
some are even new for the
Dutch Caribbean. About
half of the new plant spe-
cies discovered are nafive
tfo the Caribbean region
and can be considered
natural for Aruba’s flora.
Some examples are the
Melochia parvifolia and
the Cienfuegosia cf. affinis
(pictured) which were dis-
covered by local experts.

The other half of newly dis-
covered plants come from
other parts of the world

e
Nora Ritter, violin
Oranjestad church, Satur-
day 17 December, 7 PM,
church open from 6.30
PM.A

and were intentionally or

accidentally  introduced
in Aruba. Some of these
plants are invasive and
present a threat to Aru-
ba's natural ecosystem.
Examples of these are Cyl-
indropuntia tunicata and
Scaevola taccada.

The data that was collect-
ed about plant and veg-
etation species will con-
tribute to improve knowl-
edge, understanding and
conservation of Aruba’s
natural patrimony._]
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Millennial Money: Prepping to buy a
home or invest in 20237

Fresh seafood is shown for sale at a grocery store, Wednesday,
July 27, 2022, in Surfside, Fla.

By ELIZABETH AYOOLA

of NerdWallet

It has been quite the
year. In 2022, we've lived
through  high inflation,
stock market lows, housing
market frenzies and ongo-
ing Federal Reserve rate
hikes. Although we don't
have a crystal ball to pre-
dict what will happen to
the economy next year,
we could use this year's
events as a guide: Things
may continue to be rocky.
If homeownership and in-
vesting are on your 2023
goals list, here are some
questions to ask yourself
before whipping out your
spreadsheet, money apps
or notebooks.

WHAT AM | WILLING TO
SACRIFICE IN TERMS OF
SPACE?

Whether you have a goal
of buying a new home or
renting a new place next
year, there's a lot to con-
sider. For instance, 30-year
fixed mortgage rates went
from an average of 3.45%
in January to 6.90% in Oc-
tober thanks to inflation
and Fed rate increases.
The Fed has already raised
intferest rates 75 basis

Associated Press

points four times this year.
This, coupled with housing
shortages, has driven the
national median price of
homes above $400,000 for
the first time, according to
the National Association of
Realtors.

Homeownership may sfill
be an aftainable goal,
but you might have to
make some  sacrifices,
says Zaneilia Harris, a certi-
fied financial planner and
president of Harris & Har-
rs Wealth Management
Group in Upper Marlboro,
Maryland.

“You need to evaluate
what you are willing to give
up in space in order to own
property,” Harris says. “You
may have to gradually get
to where you want, as op-
posed to just going straight
intfo a single-family house.”
This could mean starting
off with a condo or town-
house and then using the
equity from the condo fo
purchase your next prop-
erty, Harris says.

HOW CAN | MAKE HOM-
EOWNERSHIP MORE AF-
FORDABLE?

Another portal to hom-
eownership Harris recom-

WL PLEASUREINARUBALE Y

Beautiful Latin Girls _
Pick-up & Delivery

mends is the Neighbor-
hood Assistance Corpora-
fion of America, also known
as NACA. It's a mortgage
program that allows work-
ing people to purchase a
home with no down pay-
ment, closing costs, fees
or stringent credit prereg-
visites.

Members can also buy
their homes at a below-
market interest rate. The
program is currently in 28
states and the District of
Columbia.

Buying a home in 2023
could also be more at-
tainable if you're willing
to get a roomie, says Joc-
elyn Wright , a CFP and re-
tirement income certified
professional at PF Wealth
Management Group in
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvo-
nia. This is something she
did with her sister in 2017.
“It's not going to be for-
ever necessarily, but this
gave us the opportunity to
have our own home, and
we can leverage the eg-
uity and all of that going
forward,” she says.

HOW DIVERSE IS MY PORT-
FOLIO?

This year hasn't been the
greenest for investors — at
the start of December, the
S&P 500 was down more
than 15% fthis year. The
market’s volatility could
understandably make in-
vestors unsure about how
to move forward. Financial
professionals say a diverse
portfolio and taking the
right amount of risk might
be steps in the right direc-
fion.

Keep diversificafion in
mind, says Wright. Diversifi-
cation is when you invest in
a variety of assets to man-
age risk and market volatil-
ity.

The FTX and BlockFi col-
lapses that happened in
November are a reminder
about why to avoid invest-
ing too heavily in one area.
“Unfortunately, a lot of
newer investors were very
excited about  Bitcoin,
crypto, (and) all of that,
and forgot those lessons,”
Wright says. “You don't put
your short-term money info
the market, and those rules
always apply.”
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Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR week # 51/52 room #2530
Harbor view

Price :$13 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private islands

1 BR WK # 52 room # 2532
Harbor view

Price : $13 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Tierra Del Sol

Wespunt

3 BR 2 1/2 Bath

Fully furnished Ocean view
With garage

Price : $475 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House For sale

Tibushi wespunt

2 BR ,2 Bath

And pool

Price :$325K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House For sale

Palm beach

3 BR 2 Bath with and appart-
ment

5 min walk to beach and all top
restaurant and entertainment
Price :$550 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House For sale

Alto Vista Noord

3 BR ,2 Bath with and appart-
ment

Fully furnished ocean view
Price : $550 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Great invest oppertunity

Bubali Noord 10 min walk

From eagle and palm beach

3 BR 1 bath

2 BR 2 bath

1 BR 1 bath

3 BR 2 bath

Price :$525,280

Call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
216165

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

2 BR WK #51 room # 2205/2206
24 weeks remain

Price : $15 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 51 and 52 room
#2360

31/22 weeks remain

Price : $ 13 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 50 ,51,52,01 room
#2357

33/24/24/28 week remain
Price : $13 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance Ocean suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 51 and 52 room #
2314

Garden view

Price : $12 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 51 and 52 room
#2509

Pool/ ocean view

Price :$30 K both weeks

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach right on the beach
2 BR PH week # 51/52 room #
672

Pool/ ocean view

22 weeks remain each

Price : $30 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm beach right on the beach
1 BR Week #51 room # 401
24 weeks remain

Price : $ 10,750

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

La Cabana Beach and casino
Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 49 room # 220 A

1 BR WK # 50 room # 316 A
Pool/ ocean view

Price :$ 6000 each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

La Cabana Beach and Casino
Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 51 room #329 A
Ocean view

Price :$10 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Casa Del Mar

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 52 room # 1235
Pool view

Price : $ 12,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

B
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Time -Share Resale

Are you interested in sell your
Time -share in Aruba ,
Contact the experts ,37 years
Doing honest business

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach

2 BR 2 Bath week 51 and 52
Platinum plus Ocean Front
Price :$180 K both weeks
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm beach right on the beach
2 BR PH week # 49 room # 770
Pool/ocean view

30 weeks remain

Price :$18 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm beach right on the beach
2BR week # 50 room # 631/632
30 weeks remain

Pool/ocean view

Price : $18 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Central Tel. 585 1965

San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
Emerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Nancy Pelosi’s career chronicled in new film by her daughter

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — For Al-
exandra Pelosi, the brutal
aftack on her father earlier
this year was a culmina-
fion of vitriol that had been
building for decades. Her
family’s name, she says,
has been weaponized for
years, furned info a curse
word for Republicans.
Then, in October, a man
broke into the family’s San
Francisco home and aft-
tacked Paul Pelosi with a
hammer, leaving him un-
conscious in a pool of his
own blood.

The bubbling political rhet-
oric that led to that mo-
ment is chronicled in a new
documentary  premiering
Tuesday night on HBO. The
film, “Pelosi in the House,”
directed and produced
by Alexandra Pelosi, the
youngest of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's five children,
follows the elder Pelosi's ca-
reer over three decades.
The fim offers a rare be-
hind-the-scenes look at
her political life, chronicling
major milestones from her
election to Congress in
1987 to becoming the first
female House speaker in
2007 to the insurrection at
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6,
2021, as Congress was vot-
ing to certify Joe Biden's

NNETT
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Filmmaker Alexandra Pelosi, left, and Nancy Pelosi, right, altend “Tony Bennett Celebrates 90: The
Best Is Yet to Come” in New York on Sept. 15, 2016.

presidential win.

“There’s a thread from the
very first time they started
taking ads out against
Nancy Pelosi and turning
her into a witch and turning
our last name into a curse
word. You can follow that
thread 20 years later to my
parents’ doorstep to my
father getting attacked,”
Alexandra Pelosi said in an
interview with The Associ-
ated Press.
Pelosi's  film

follows her

mother, literally, through
the Capitol and behind the
scenes as she negotiates
key votes for major pieces
of legislation. It also depicts
threats the family received,
including a severed pig's
head that was delivered to
the speaker’'s San Francis-
co home just days before
the attack on the Capitol.

The camera was also roll-
ing on Jan. é as the House
speaker prepared for the
certification of the presi-

Associated Press

dential election and as
rioters lbegan smashing
through the doors and
windows, violently shoving
past overwhelmed police
officers, leaving many offi-
cers bruised and bloodied.
The fim includes extended
clips recorded as Pelosi
and other congressional
leaders are rushed out of
the Capitol and evacu-
ated fo Fort McNair, a
nearby Army base. It cap-
tures frantic leaders calling

the defense secretary, at-
torney general, then-Vice
President Mike Pence and
other officials frying to get
assistance to the Capitol.
Some of the footage was
played during a hearing of
the House panel investigat-
ing the attack on the Capi-
tol.

Alexandra Pelosi and her
team provided the foot-
age to the committee.
“"When they took Nancy Pe-
losi out of the chamber, she
didn’'t even get to take her
cellphone. They rushed her
out. And she was making
calls fo the defense secre-
tary, the attorney general,
the vice president, and |
thought there should be a
record of this,” Alexandra
Pelosi said. “She didn't get
to take the House clerk,
who has a transcript of all
this, to record what was
happening. This was his-
toric what was happening,
and somebody needed to
have a record of what was
said,” she said.

Among those historic mo-
ments: discussion about
whether to move the entire
Congress — all 100 sena-
tors and 435 members of
the House — by bus to Fort
McNair and convene the
joint session there to contin-
uve the certification of the
election.

Nolan to debut ‘Oppenheimer’ IMAX

By LINDSEY BAHR

AP Film Writer

Christopher Nolan is ready
to show the world the first
full-length trailer for his new
epic " Oppenheimer " and
he's doing so in the splashi-
est way possible: With an
exclusive IMAX spot in front
of "Avatar: The Way of Wa-
ter.”

The "Oppenheimer” trailer
will debut globally on IMAX
screens playing the "Ava-
tar” sequel, which begins
its theatrical run Thursday. It
will not be made available
online and is distinct from
the trailer that will show on
non-IMAX screens.

Nolan’s film, about the
enigmatic, Harvard-edu-
cated theoretical physicist
who helped develop the
first atomic bomb, is based

on Kai Bird and Marfin J.
Sherwin's Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning biography “American
Prometheus: The Triumph
and Tragedy of J. Robert
Oppenheimer,” and stars
Cillian Murphy in the ftitle
role. The thriller explores the
paradox of the man who
infamously called himself
the “destroyer of worlds.”
“The immersive quality of
IMAX is massively important
in transporting the audi-
ence info the mind and ex-
perience of this person who
forever altered our world,”
Nolan said in a statfement
to The Associated Press.
The star-studded cast in-
cludes Emily Blunt as Kath-
erine “Kitty” Oppenheimer,
his wife, a biologist and
botanist, Matt Damon as
Manhattan Project direc-

tor General Leslie Groves
Jr. and Robert Downey Jr.
as Lewis Strauss, a founding
commissioner of the U.S.
Atomic Energy Commis-
sion. Rami Malek, Florence
Pugh, Benny Safdie, Mi-
chael Angarano, Josh Hart-
nett and Kenneth Branagh
are also among the large
ensemble.

Nolan and cinematogra-
pher Hoyte van Hoytema
(who collaborated on
“Dunkirk,” “Tenet” and “In-
terstellar”) used a combi-
nation of IMAX 65mm and
65mm large format fim to
shoot the fiim, which also
boasts the first ever use of
IMAX black and white ana-
log photography for some
sections.

In an interview with Total
Film magazine this week,

frailer with ‘Avatar 2’

Nolan said that they recre-
ated the Trinity test, the first
successful detonation of a
nuclear weapon, without

the use of CGl. He also said
it's one of the most chal-
lenging projects he's ever
undertaken.]

Thisimagereleased by Universal Pictures shows Cillian Murphy as
J. Robert Oppenheimer in a scene from the film “Oppenheimer,”
written and directed by Christopher Nolan.

Associated Press
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EXPLAINER: Inside the NBA'’s process on changing trophies

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer
There's been an evolution
of the NBA's Most Valu-
able Player trophy in the 70
or so years since it was first
dreamed up.

It used to be called the
President’s Trophy. Play-
ers used to do the voting.
In time, it all changed; the
frophy was known as the
Maurice Podoloff Trophy,
and a media panel of 100
writers and broadcasters
now handles the voting.

As of Tuesday, there's a
new frophy and a new
name The Michael Jordan
Trophy. It's loaded with frib-
utes to his career, foremost
among them that it weighs
23.6 pounds and stands
23.6 inches tall; the 23 for
his jersey, the 6 for his six
championships.

That took some serious
work on the design end,
but in the end, it was ex-
actly what Jordan and his
feam wanted. It is the big-
gest move in a long line of
frophy tweaks and twists by
the NBA in recent years. A
look:

WHY IS THE NBA RENAMING
TROPHIES?

Commissioner Adam Silver
has made clear, especial-
ly after the league went
info the 2020 season re-
start bubble at Walt Disney
World because of the pan-
demic, that the NBA needs
to do even more to pay
fribute to its greatest play-
ers particularly some of the

In this photo provided by Andrew Kenney/NBA, The Michael
Jordan Trophy is displayed in Los Angeles, Dec. 7, 2022. The
NBA unveiled the new trophy on Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022, which
will be given to the basketball league’s Most Valuable Player
starting with this season.

league’s Black players from
a generation or two ago,
whose stories may not nec-
essarily resonate among
younger fans of today.

Rebranding and redesign-
ing is not an easy process,
parficularly in a league
that considers itself to be
steeped with fradition.

It was not a coincidence
that the six new division
championship trophies
infroduced late last sea-
son were named for Black

Associated Press

pioneers of the game
Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton,
Wayne Embry, Earl Lloyd,
Willis Reed, Sam Jones and
Chuck Cooper.

“l know that what we do
in this league is important
symbolically, not just for
sports but for other indus-
fries, and people watch us
all around the world,” Silver
said at last season’s NBA
Finals. IS THIS A CONFLICT
FOR JORDAN?

No, this is not a conflict for

Jordan even though he
owns the Charlofte Hor-
nets. Jordan rarely enters
the spotlight anymore and
picks his spots very careful-
ly; he did not want this tro-
phy to be in his likeness, did
not speak out about Tues-
day’s announcement and
rarely offers public com-
ment on any topic.

The MVP ftrophy tends to
be presented by the com-
missioner; it wouldn’t seem
likely that Jordan would be
called upon to do so, even
though there is no rule tam-
pering-related or otherwise
that would prevent if.

The NBA asked Bill Russell to
present the NBA Finals MVP
frophy that bears his name
and he did for many years,
until the pandemic and his
health prevented him from
contfinuing that tradition.
Russell died earlier this year.
HOW MANY NAMED TRO-
PHIES DOES THE NBA HAVE?
It's a lot. There's the Larry
O’'Brien (NBA champions),
the Jordan (MVP), the Rus-
sell (NBA Finals MVP), Red
Auerbach (coach of the
year), Joe Dumars (sports-
manship), Larry Bird and
Magic Johnson (confer-
ence finals MVP’s), Kobe
Bryant (All-Star MVP), and
the six divisional frophies.
There's also a slew of new
or rebranded ones an-
nounced Tuesday Hakeem
Olajuwon (defensive player
of the year), John Havlicek
(sixth man), Wilt Chamber-
lain (rookie), and George

Mikan (most improved). A
new tfrophy this year is the
Clutch Player of the Year,
named for “Mr. Clutch”
himself, Jerry West.

“There are few greater thrills
as a basketball player than
coming through for your
tfeammates and fans when
they need it most,” West
said. “This new trophy will
be awarded to the player
who best delivers in those
moments.”

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar has
the league’s social justice
champion frophy bearing
his name, David Robinson
the NBA Community Assist
Monthly Award one, and
Bob Lanier has the Com-
munity Assist season-long
tfrophy.
WHO
NAMES?
This wasn't one or two peo-
ple. The league formed a
group of about 20 people,
from at least a half-dozen
different departments, to
meet and decide how fo
change the trophies and in
some cases the namesake
elements.

The process took several
months, the league said.
WHAT NEXT?

It doesn’t seem right that
David Stern  the league’s
commissioner for 30 years,
Silver's predecessor and
mentor and one of the
people who  basically
helped saved the league
from financial peril in the
1980's doesn’t have a fro-
phy bearing his name. ]

CHANGES THE

Messi, Argentina beat Croatia 3-0 to reach World Cup final

By STEVE DOUGLAS

AP Sports Writer

LUSAIL, Qatar (AP) — Lionel
Messi is back in the World
Cup final with Argentina on
his mission tfo win soccer’s
biggest prize for the first
time. And, at 35, he could
hardly be playing any bet-
ter. Messi converted a pen-
alty and had a hand in the
other two goals by Julidn
Alvarez, leading Argentina
to a 3-0 win over Croatia
on Tuesday that set up a
meeting with either France
or Morocco in Sunday’s ti-
tle match.

It will be Messi's second
World Cup final Argentina

lost the other one to Ger-
many in 2014 in what might
be his last appearance at
the tournament.

It could yet be the perfect
way to go out for a player
widely regarded as one of
the game’s best players, if
not the best.

Messi is thrilling his legion of
fans along the way, with his
swivel and driving run to set
up the third goal for Alva-
rezin the 69th minute epito-
mizing his confidence and
swagger. He is embracing
the responsibility of leading
Argentina to its third World
Cup fitle, scoring in five of
his six games in Qatar.

He even had a penalty
saved in the game in which
he didn't score.

Croatia failed in its bid fo
reach a second straight
World Cup final after con-
ceding two goals in a five-
minute span from the 34th,
just when the team was
looking comfortable at Lu-
sail Stadium.

There was a moment mid-
way through the first half
that must have struck fear
info all Argentines, when
Messi appeared clutch his
left hamstring and rub it.
Was Argentina’s superstar
going to have to come offe
No such luck for Croatia.ld
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Argentina’s Lionel Messi scores the opening goal from the
penalty spot during the World Cup semifinal soccer matich
between Argentina and Croatia at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail,

Qatar, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022.

Associated Press
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NFL fight against fakery leads to feud with Jordan

By ARNIE STAPLETON

AP Pro Football Writer

After reminding teams to
leave the fakery on the soc-
cer pitch and the bluffing
to the poker table, the NFL
finds itself in a feverish feud
with  New Orleans Saints
star Cameron Jordan.

The seven-time Pro Bowl
defensive end vehemently
denies the league’s accu-
sation that he pretended to
get hurt in a recent game
against Tom Brady and the
Buccaneers and is appeal-
ing his $50,000 fine.

In a memo sent to teams
on Dec. 2 and obtained by
The Associated Press, the
NFL said the league has
"observed multiple instanc-
es of clubs making a delib-
erate afttempt to stop play
unnecessarily this season.”
That's a big no-no, espe-
cially in an era when pro-
fessional football has gone
from evading the gambling
industry fo embracing it.

A growing number of states
have legal sports betting
markets, including Arizona,
where State Farm Stadium
in Glendale now features
an on-site BetMGM Sports-
book and will host the Su-
per Bowl in February.

That will make Arizona the
first regulated sports betting
state to host the big game
since the U.S. Supreme
Court struck down the fed-
eral ban on sports betting
outside of Nevada, known

tw 4

New Orleans Saints defensive end Cameron Jordan (94) reacts between plays in the first half of
an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Tampa, Fla., Monday, Dec. 5, 2022.

as the Professional and Am-
ateur Sports Protection Act,
in 2018.

The most popular sports
league in North America,
one that generates reve-
nues of more than $17 bil-
lion a year, cannot afford
any dishonesty, real or per-
ceived.

Thus, the league’s memo to
teams, which included the
pertinent part of the 2022
Policy Manual for Member
Clubs that states, “Any de-
liberate attempt by a team
and/or player to stop play
unnecessarily; prolong or
delay the process; improp-

erly take advantage of a
stoppage in play; or influ-
ence the actions of an ATC
Spotter will be considered
an ‘unfair act’ and may
result in discipline, in addi-
fion fo any on-field penalty
assessed by the Game Of-
ficials.”

Football has seen its share
of make-believe injuries
just like baseball has phan-
tom tags and fake throws,
and basketball and soccer
have their share of flops.
On the gridiron, it's usually
done to slow the oppo-
nents’ momentum or pace
and give the defense a
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breather and a chance to
reset.

The Saints and Jordan deny
they purposely delayed the
game in the fourth quarter
last week before Brady en-
gineered a late comeback
from a 13-point deficit with
three minutes remaining for
a 17-16 Buccaneers win.
The Saints led 16-3 midway
through the fourth quarter
under the Monday night
lights and Tampa Bay was
facing fourth-and-10 on
its own 25 when Jordan
stalled the game by sig-
naling to the Saints’ bench
that he had aninjury. When

the game resumed, the
Buccaneers punted.

The NFL's memo said the
league "“continues to em-
phasize the importance of
upholding the integrity of
the game and competitive
fairness as our highest prior-
ity.” What about the integ-
rity of his good name?
That's what Jordan has
been wondering aloud as
he assails the league for fin-
ing him along with the feam
($350,000), head coach
Dennis Allen ($100,000) and
co-defensive coordinator
Ryan Nielsen ($50,000).
Allen said the fteam did
nothing wrong but he can’t
discuss the maftter further at
this time.

Jordan sure can.

He said Monday he has a
left foot sprain and if the
matter were in civil court,
he'd "countersue for triple
the amount.”

Jordan and his agent,
Doug Hendrickson, have
said they are appealing
the $50,000 fine, which
Hendrickson labeled *“idi-
ofic.” The Saints said over
the weekend that Jordan's
injury was real, insisting
he *“felt foot pain follow-
ing a third-down play and
sought medical attention.
He entered the blue medi-
cal tent and was examined
by the medical staff and
following the examination
he was taped and able to
finish the game.”

Cardinals QB Kyler Murray out for season with torn ACL

Arizona Cardinals quarterback Kyler Murray (1) falls to the
ground due to an injury during the first half of an NFL football
game against the New England Patriots, Monday, Dec. 12, 2022,
in Glendale, Ariz.
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By DAVID BRANDT

AP Sports Writer

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — Arizona
Cardinals quarterback Ky-
ler Murray has a torn ACL
and will miss the remainder
of the season.

Cardinals coach KIiff Kings-
bury confirmed the extent
of the injury during his Tues-
day news conference.

The news is not a surprise
after the 25-year-old in-
jured his knee on the third
play of Monday night’s 27-
13 loss to the New England
Patriots.

The fourth-year quarter-
back was flushed out of the
pocket and running to his

right when he fried to juke
past a Patriots defender,
but tumbled to the grass in
obvious pain.

Players from both fteams
surrounded  the quarter-
back before he was cart-
ed off the field with a fowel
draped over his head.

The Cardinals and Kings-
bury feared that Murray
had a serious injury after
Monday’'s game with Kings-
bury admitting it “doesn’t
look good.”

Further tests on Tuesday
confirmed that pessimism.
Murray was replaced by
backup Colt McCoy, who
will likely remain the starter

for the rest of the season.
The Cardinals (4-9) have
lost five of six, including
their past three.

The Cardinals posted to so-
cial media “Minor setback
for a major comeback. We
know @K1 will be back and
better than ever. Heal soon
QB1.”

Arizona’'s recent hopes as
a franchise have revolved
around the development
of Murray, who was taken
with the No. 1 overall pick
out of Oklahoma in 2019.
The quarterback’s fourth
season has been a tough
one. And that was before
Monday'’s injury.



